STAR ACHIEVERS :
Kaliyuva Mane children achieved an important milestone on May 6th 2010.  SSLC results were out. 6 out of 7 who appeared for the important exams, emerged with flying colors. One of them secured a First Class too.  One 2nd standard dropout who failed will be appearing for exams with Vivek group.
The highlight of their journey was their commitment towards accommodating 10 years of education into their 3-5 years of education in Kaliyuva Mane!  All children cleared the exam in English medium. 

What makes this feat so special and satisfying?  Each of them was a first generation school goer hailing from rural BPL family.  4 of them had dropped out from main stream schools due to various reasons and were working as child labor.  One was a zero level learner in the main stream rural school.  One was going to school once in a blue moon.
Here we present their brief profiles :
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Prashanth(19 years) was studying in a local village government school. Father deserted the family. Compulsions of life, made him quit the school in 2003, without completing 7th standard.  He left the school to work as a child labourer at Ooty, Coimbatore and Hassan at a tender age of 12. Prashanth’s mother is working as a domestic help. 
3 years ago,(during 2007) upon seeing an article on Kaliyuva Mane in “Mysooru Mithra”, one of his acquaintances called us and enquired about job opportunity for Prashanth. Prashanth was 16 years old at that time.  Considering his age, we wanted him to study. Initially, there were some behavioural issues owing to his tumultuous background. Also, he had forgotten what he had studied in primary schools.  He soon started showing interest in studies.
At present he is doing Electronics Mechanic course at Jnanaseva ITI, Mysore.  Kaliyuva Mane is sponsoring his maintenance expenses and his complete educational expenses.
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Sachin’s (15 years) father is a mason. Sachin was studying in a Govt. higher primary school in his village.  . By the time he completed 5th standard, he lost interest in studies as he was considered as a slow learner. Eventually, his parents brought him to Kaliyuva Mane where he had to undergo learning from the scratch. We found him to be very bright but having some problems in learning languages.  
After completing SSLC, at present he is doing Electronics Mechanic course at Jnanaseva ITI, Mysore.  He is staying at Divyadeepa campus.  Divyadeepa has taken the complete responsibility of his maintenance and education.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Nanjunda Swamy (21 years) was studying in Govt. higher primary school at Mellahalli.  During 2000, when he was 11 years old, he lost interest in the school and bid good bye to it, without completing 5th standard.  He started helping his father in farming. One of his uncles, who was a beneficiary of our literacy programme at Mellahalli brought him to Kaliyuva Mane in 2007. He continued his education after a gap of nearly 7 years, because of which he had forgotten to recognize even Kannada alphabets and numbers. 

As he owns 2 acres of agricultural land, Divyadeepa is encouraging him to continue farming.  Divyadeepa would like to start some income generating activity at his village.

_______________________________________________________________________​
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Narayana (15 years) used to attend the local village Govt. school once in a blue moon. Village games like marbles, top and chinni-dandu attracted him more than the village school. He was least interested in studies.  His brother who was a beneficiary of our supporting classes at Srirampura, brought him to Kaliyuva Mane in the year 2005. Initially he was not comfortable at Kaliyuva Mane. However, he gradually started liking environment prevailing at Kaliyuva mane.
After completing SSLC, at present he is doing Electronics Mechanic course at Jnanaseva ITI, Mysore.  He is staying at Divyadeepa campus.  Divyadeepa has taken the complete responsibility of his maintenance and education.

[image: image2.jpg]



Santosh (18 years) was not good at studies. Because of this he used to get upset   Teachers used to either ignore him or scold him.  Dejected one day he left the school without completing 7th standard.  He took to grazing sheep. When Kaliyuva Mane was started, his parents admitted him to the school.  Initially when he joined Kaliyuva Mane, he was irregular. He was a bit quarrelsome also.  After a year or so in 2007 he expressed his desire to join as a resident scholar.  Gradually he started learning from scratch.
At present he is studying PUC commerce course at Hardwick college, Mysore.  His parents and uncle are supporting his education.
________________________________________________________________________
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Mahesha’s (15 years) Mahesha was studying in 6th standard at Govt. higher primary school, Dhanagahalli.  He was bright.  One day his parents had come to Divyadeepa as construction helpers.  They shared their tale of woes with us. They are landless labours. Father can not perform hard physical labour as he had sustained serious head injuries earlier.  The couple had 3 daughters and a son.  Government school used to provide the boy text books, uniforms. But to get admission into free Government run residential schools like Navodaya Vidya Kendras he had to clear competitive exams. He was not that bright.  So they contacted Kaliyuva Mane regarding Mahesha’s admission.    In 2006, he joined Kaliyuva Mane as a resident scholar. He passed the exams in First class.

At present he is studying PUC- commerce course at a reputed college in Mysore city. He is staying at Divyadeepa campus.  Divyadeepa has taken the complete responsibility of his maintenance and education.
________________________________________________________________________

